
Backyard
Planning
Workbook
Plan it on paper first

General information only.

Call 811 before you dig.
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Layout grid
One square = one foot (or two). Mark doors, trees, slopes and utilities.
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Sun and shade map
Check each area three times on a sunny day.

Area Morning Midday Afternoon Hours of sun

Front beds

Back fence

Patio

Side yard

Full sun: 6+ hours. Part sun: 3 to 6. Shade: less than 3.
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Plant list
Right plant, right place.

Plant Where Sun Water Spacing How many
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Project budget
Add about 10% to materials.

Project

811 request date

Item Quantity Price Total

Main material

Base / gravel

Edging

Fabric / fasteners

Plants

Tool rental

Delivery

Disposal

Extra 10%

Total
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Seasonal checklist
A simple year in the yard.

Spring Done

Clean up beds and edge them

Top up mulch

Check hoses and outdoor faucets

Summer Done

Water early and deeply

Check burn rules before fire pit use

Fall Done

Plant trees and shrubs

Clean gutters

Leave some leaves in beds

Winter Done

Drain and store hoses

Plan next year's project
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